Tindale (1974;241) reports that the Innawonga are located:

On the Hardey River south of Rocklea [homestead]; southeast along upper Ashburton River from the Turee Creek upstream to Kunderong Rangee and Angelo River; south only a short distance from main Ashburton River channel to the Mount Vernon Station.

Kee, Strawbridge and Tonkinson (1985:95) reported:

Although the tribal boundaries and associated languages were not forgotten, people began to identify strongly in terms of birthplace in, and association with, station properties. In the Paraburdoo area, the station whose Aborigines are most closely associated with this stretch of country and are acknowledged as its bosses, is Rocklea, which emcompasses much of the area surrounding Paraburdoo…

Until the 1960s, many Innawonga people had lived and worked on the Rocklea station, founded by the Smith brothers in 1905 (See Smith 2000; Roberts and McDonald 2003). Burials in recent times have maintained the association between the Innawonga people and the station.
 Alice Smith adds that before the Smith brothers established Rocklea homestead near the present site (which is called Jarrungka-Jarrungka), they first built bough sheds at Bellary (p.21).
 By the 1980s, the Innawonga people had been forced of the stations and had mostly settled in Onslow, where they continued to practice their Law and customs at Bindi Bindi and Cane River (see Olive 1997). In the 1990s, the brother (deceased) of Doreen James began to lead excursions from Onslow back to traditional lands. He selected a site to establish a community near Bellary Springs, between Tom Price and Paraburdoo. By the mid-1990s, the infrastructure of mining towns, the purchase of pastoral stations by mining companies and the enactment of native title legislation made the land more accessible to Innawonga. Within the confines of private ownership, the Innawonga people were able to re-established the connection to their land they had previously maintained through working in the pastoral industry.

During the iron ore mining boom of the 1960s, new towns were built at Tom Price and Paraburdoo; however, these towns remained closed towns until the 1980s when services and accommodation enabled the movement of the Innawonga back to their traditional lands. Although now living on or near their traditional lands, the Innawonga found that mine sites and the infrastructure of roads, conveyor belts andpowerlines often prevented access to land over which the Innawonga people claimed native title rights and interests. In particular, the Channar mine blocked vehicular access to Innawonga sites like Mud Springs (Neerambah). Alternative access tracks though Bobswim and Doggers Gorge are badly eroded (see recommendations at the end of this report). 

McDonald (1999:6) found no ethnographic sites within an area close to Paraburdoo associated with a waste dump development. However, he recorded a dreaming track that passes in the vicinity. ‘The dreaming is reported to involve the Crow and the Eaglehawke who pass through the area between Mud Springs (Neerambah) and the “panhandle” on Rocklea Station.’ McDonald added that ‘its precise location was unknown to the informant…’ (see also McDonald 2000, 2002a, 2002b, 2003). 

After extensive consultations, Kee, Strawbridge and Tonkinson conducted a heritage survey in the Paraburdoo area in 1985: They reported:

On December 1, I interviewed Mrs Mabel Tommy together with two other senior Paraburdoo-area women, Mrs Leary Delaport and Mrs Dulcie Condon (nee Cox; I also talked at Onslow to their brothers, Bill, Gilbert and David). I questioned them about women’s interests in the Paraburdoo area, but they knew of no places secret-sacred to women there… (p. 95)

Kee et al (1985:114) assume that the Innawonga spent most of their time along rivers and lowland areas where food and other resources were most abundant. They comment: ‘This view is supported by the absence of remembered named sites in higher elevations compared to riverine areas.’ (p.114). However, ‘They used to drive cattle from the Turee north through Doggers Gorge to Rocklea’s yards at Running Waters (Binggaburda), near where the township of Paraburdoo now stands’ (p. 114).Within living memory, Innawonga people traditionally gathered at Turee Creek station for initiation ceremonies. The Innawonga who travelled from Rocklea station to Turee Creek in the south west would have passed through where the Channar mine and its infrastructure stands today. 

On 28th  April, 1942, a Rocklea man stated to police: ‘I have been on Rocklea Station nearly all my life; The boss there pay me one pound a week wages. Long time ago last year there was a big corroboree at Turee Creek Station and a lot of natives from Rocklea went over to it…’ On 13th  March, 1942, the manager of Turee Creek, J J Maguire, also stated, ‘Towards the end of last July there was a big Corroboree held here by Natives from adjoining stations and from the desert; Their corroborees are usually held here.’

Some of the men who attended are listed in another statement:

I am a Rocklea native and have lived there all my life. I went to Turee Station about the middle of last year with Bodadarry, William (One Eyed Bill), Reuben, Alex, Old Bobby, and Jack (half caste)
 for Pinki [ceremonies]. Tumbler and his woman Cuboo were at the camp. Bobadarry had his woman Mummy, with him.
 

Duck, Paddy, Brumby Billy, Tommy and ‘Cookie from Duck Creek’ were others present who are mentioned in statements.
 A letter to the Commissioner of Police dated June 2, 1941, also notes:

On arrival at Rocklea we found that there were only two families there, and Mr Walter Smith assured me that all the other natives were camped somewhere on the Turee Creek about 100 miles or more from Rocklea and probably some miles from any road … He informed me that the half-caste girl ‘Dora’ whose mother is dead, is now married to a full-blood named Cookie … Cookie is now at Maguire’s station on the Turee … Alice who is the daughter of Dinah is nowmarried to a man named Bob about 45 years of age and is in the pinkeye camp with the rest.

Since the establishment of the Wakathuni and Bellary communities in the 1990s, the Innawonga people have reopened the Jilara Law grounds (Site ID 18145) which Roberts’ informants suggested ‘had been of greater importance that the present day Law centre at Yandiyarra and Jigalong’ (Roberts 2000:9).
 

In more recent times, MCDonald (2003) reports:

No ethnographic sites were reported within the mine area in the original ethnographic survey for the Channar mine (Kee, Strawbridge and Tonkinson 1985). Darlanh – Howies Hole Rockshelters (P05640) is located to the west of the present survey area at Doggers Gorge and will not be impacted upon by the current development proposals. Gurungu – Afghan Springs (P05639) is located near Stony Creek to the north of Doggers Gorge and is some distance for the survey area (see Kee, Strawbridge and Tonkinson 1985 and Hovingh, McDonald and Choo 1997). Taylor (1999a and 1999b) undertook an ethnographic survey in respect to previous mine extensions at Channar and consistent with [the above] surveys, no ethnographic sites were reported within the mine extension areas though concern was expressed about possible impacts on sites located some distance from the survey areas (Taylor 1999a 8). Mc Donald (2000) undertook an ethnographic survey of 84E3 Pit and 94E Extension Area at Channar and similarly no sites were reported in the survey area, though the Aboriginal consultants did request that the main creek separating 84E3 Pit and 94E Extension Area not be impacted upon as it was considered to be a ‘main water place’...
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�	 Innawonga elder Chubby Jones and Banyjima elder Mirru George are two men buried in the old homestead burial grounds in 2002 and 2003 respectively. Both men were born on the station.


�	The old stockyard is now Registered Site P00166, ID11994 (see Figure 2, Roberts 2000).


�	 Although Neerambah can be see in the distance from the Channar lookout, the survey area was not identified to be within a sphere of influence of any know mythological site.


�	 Probably a Gurama man, Jack Smith.


�	 Mummy was Bodadarry’s Innawonga wife, also known as Tumpgatja.


�	 These are Ngarlawonga and Innawonga men.


�	 Consultant Nicholas Cook is the son of Dora and Cookie.


�	 A video recording was made of the public rituals associated with the Bellary Law meeting in 2002-3 (Day 2003. See also Day 2004a).





